
Rubric for Creative Piece 

Grade A  B C D F 

Content A compelling, complex, 
and cohesive narrative 
that is well linked to and 
situated within the 
discourse of the class and 
Asian Am studies as a 
whole. Detailed and 
intriguing content, well 
chosen in the service of a 
larger point. Well-
developed and 
contextualized. 
Appropriately formed 
characters and setting that 
is consistent throughout 
text. Well supported with 
vivid examples. 
Accompanying critical 
analysis highlights the 
goals for piece and the 
methods employed with 
thoughtful and reasonable 
reflection and critique.  

An interesting narrative (as 
a whole) with a good focus, 
well-outlined characters, 
connected to discussions 
and readings from the 
course. May be less 
cohesive and less fully 
formed. Accompanying 
critical analysis highlights 
the goals for piece and 
addresses the methods 
employed with fairly 
thoughtful and reasonable 
reflection.  

An adequate narrative or 
piece that does not 
clearly respond or tie to 
class discussions or 
readings. 
Adequately meets the 
requirement of the 
assignment. Less 
atmospheric and 
cohesive. Characters and 
setting undeveloped. 
Accompanying critical 
analysis has difficulty 
identifying the goals for 
piece and the methods 
employed. Is not clearly 
thoughtful. Is more 
reflection and less 
objective critique. 

Loosely tied to a 
theme aired in a 
vacuum (which is 
impossible) and does 
not thoughtfully 
engage with course 
material. Does not 
answer or 
insufficiently 
responds to the 
assignment. 
Unconvincing.  

Lacks 
sufficient 
content to 
deliver main 
idea. 

Voice 
(Goes hand 
in hand 
with Style) 

Very distinctive, engaging 
voice that draws in the 
reader, does the work of 
analysis as well as 
storytelling. 

Good clear, consistent 
voice. Draws in reader and 
still does analytical work. 

Indistinct or unregulated 
voice marked by 
inconsistencies or lack 
of style. 

A dearth of voice.  Too many 
problems to 
develop voice. 



Structure Very clear and fluid 
structure, articulating a 
complex argument with 
grace. Easy to follow.   

Strong arrangement of the 
ideas in a fairly easy-to-
follow structure. 

Basic structure. May be 
less thoughtfully 
formed. 

Lacks structure. 
Confusing for the 
reader. 

Unstructured 
or chaotically 
structured 

Style 
(Goes hand 
in hand 
with Voice, 
and varies 
according 
to genre) 

Begins with a strong hook 
and ends with a resonant 
conclusion. Smooth fluid 
prose. Strong use of 
rhetorical devices.    

Begins with a good hook 
and strong 
conclusion.  Prose is clear 
and flows well. Detailed 
language. Occasional 
rhetorical devices.  

Begins in an ordinary 
way, merely ends.  The 
prose is readable but not 
particularly fluid. 

Many awkward 
sentences, imprecise 
language.  Very 
difficult prose. 

No style to 
speak of. 

Creativity  Clearly responds to a text, 
or texts, from class and 
their appropriate genres 
and critiques yet does 
additional critical analysis 
in an engaging and 
creative manner.  

Responds to a text from 
class, and critique is 
discernable and succeeds on 
a formal level.  

Responds to a text, but 
may be unclear. Critique 
is secondary or does not 
naturally occur within 
the narrative. 

Mimics a course text 
and does little in the 
way of critical 
engagement. 

May or may 
not draw on 
course 
material. Does 
not respond 
intelligently. 

Grammar No grammatical or usage 
errors 

Few grammatical errors Repeated or frequent 
grammatical errors  

A sea of grammatical 
errors 

Grammar 
errors obstruct 
legibility 
greatly 

 


