
Rubric for Research Paper  

Grade A  B C D F 

Content A compelling, complex, 
and cohesive original 
argument that is well 
linked to and situated 
within the discourse of 
the class and Asian Am 
studies. Well-developed 
and contextualized. Each 
paragraph has a central 
argument that relates to 
previous paragraphs and 
supports larger argument. 
Each claim is supported 
by appropriate evidence 
derived from critical 
close readings. Cites 
suitable secondary 
sources and uses them as 
needed. Does not rely on 
generic “filler” or 
summary to expand 
paper. 

A good, cohesive argument 
that is linked to and situated 
within the discourse of the 
class and Asian Am studies. 
Well-developed and 
contextualized. Each 
paragraph has a central 
argument, that relates to 
previous paragraphs but 
may have transitional 
problems. Connection to 
larger argument is fairly 
clear. Each claim is 
supported by evidence from 
close readings. Cites 
suitable secondary sources 
and uses them as needed.  

An adequate 
argument that is 
more or less 
sustained. Original 
thesis may be 
unclear.  
Adequately meets 
the requirement of 
the assignment. 
Paragraphs are only 
adequately 
supported readings, 
which may be 
simplistic. The 
secondary sources 
are not well-
integrated into the 
analysis. 

Poor argument or 
unclear thesis. 
Argument is not 
sustained through close 
readings. Difficulty 
linking one paragraph 
from the next, and the 
connections are unclear. 
Primary and secondary 
texts are quoted but 
may be misread.  May 
rely on summary 
instead of close 
readings. 

Does not have a 
discernable 
argument. Does 
not engage with 
primary or 
secondary 
sources 
adequately or at 
all. Relies 
entirely on 
summary rather 
than analysis.  

Voice 
(Goes hand 
in hand 
with Style) 

Very distinctive, 
engaging voice that 
draws in the reader and 
adds appropriately 
communicates the 
argument. 

Good clear, consistent 
voice. Draws in reader and 
carries out analysis. 

Indistinct or 
unregulated voice 
marked by 
inconsistencies or 
lack of style. 

A dearth of voice.  Too many 
problems to 
develop voice. 



Structure Very clear and fluid 
structure, articulating a 
complex argument with 
grace. Easy to 
follow.  Well-organized 
and natural flow of 
argument. 

Strong arrangement of the 
ideas in a fairly easy-to-
follow structure. Relatively 
easy to follow. 

Basic structure. May 
be less thoughtfully 
formed. Few 
transitions. 

Lacks structure. 
Confusing for the 
reader. No transitions. 
Poorly organized. 

Unstructured or 
chaotically 
structured 

Style 
(Goes hand 
in hand 
with 
Voice, and 
varies 
according 
to genre) 

Begins with a strong 
hook and ends with a 
resonant conclusion. 
Smooth fluid prose. 
Strong use of rhetorical 
devices.    

Begins with a good hook 
and strong 
conclusion.  Prose is clear 
and flows well. Detailed 
language. Occasional 
rhetorical devices.  

Begins in an 
ordinary way, 
merely ends.  The 
prose is readable but 
not particularly 
fluid. 

Many awkward 
sentences, imprecise 
language.  Very 
difficult prose. 

No style to speak 
of. 

Grammar  No grammatical or usage 
errors.  

Few grammatical errors and 
transitions  

Repeated or frequent 
grammatical errors.  

A sea of grammatical 
errors.  

Grammar errors 
obstruct legibility 
greatly 

 

 


